QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

BENEFIT CHARGE & STAFFING

YOUR SAFETY IS
OUR PRIORITY

Voters approved the Benefit Charge in November 2020.
Passage of the Benefit Charge brought stable and
sustainable funding to the Fire District, allowing us to hire
six career Firefighters and one Paramedic.
This additional staffing will enable us to provide faster,
more effective and efficient service to the residents of
our District.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF

DEFENSIBLE SPACE

Citizens of Graham Fire & Rescue,

Defensible Space is your
home's front line defense
against wildfires. Creating and
maintaining defensible space
around your home can
significantly increase your
home's chance of surviving a
wildfire, and improves the
safety of firefighters defending
your home. Defensible Space generally consists of two zones:

I have had the privilege of serving in the fire service
for the past 40 years. I began as a volunteer
Chief Pat Dale
firefighter for the Tumwater Fire Department, then
attended Bates Technical College Fire Service Training during which
time I was also a resident firefighter at Federal Way Fire (now known
as South King Fire & Rescue) then was hired on as a career
firefighter for the Kent Fire Department (now known as Puget Sound
Fire Authority), then moved to the Olympia Fire Department, and
most recently Graham Fire & Rescue.
I've had the honor of serving as your Fire Chief for the past 5 years,
and it is with mixed emotions that I announce that I will be retiring
in January of 2022.
Thank you for your support, kindness, and generosity over the
years, and for letting your safety be my priority.
Sincerely,
Fire Chief Pat Dale
EMPOWERING GIRLS THROUGH THE FIRE SERVICE

Led by the female firefighters of Graham Fire &
Rescue, we will be hosting our first ever Pierce
County Professional Female Fire Camp in October
2021. The camp is designed to simulate a mini
fire academy with a focus on confidence building,
leadership, teamwork, and life skills in a firebased environment.
The purpose of the fire camp is to introduce young women, grades
9th-12th, to career opportunities within the fire service, and allow
them to experience what it’s like to be a firefighter.
Registration for the 2021 camp is limited. We hope
to host a larger camp in 2022.
Visit www.grahamfire.org/femalefirecamp/
to learn more.
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Zone 1: 0 to 30 feet from your home
Remove all dead plants, grass and weeds.
Remove dead or dry leaves and pine needles from your yard,
roof and gutters.
Keep tree branches 10 feet away from your chimney and
other trees.
Relocate wood piles at least 30 feet away from your home.
Zone 2: 30 to 100 feet from your home
Cut or mow grass down to a maximum height of 4 inches.
Create horizontal spacing between shrubs and trees.
Create vertical spacing between grass, shrubs and trees.
Use gravel, pavers, concrete and other noncombustible
materials to create fuel breaks in your landscaping.
Use equipment properly to keep from sparking a wildfire
Mow before 10 a.m., and never on a hot or windy day. String
trimmers are a safer option (vs. lawnmowers) for clearing
vegetation in dry conditions.
Vertical Spacing
Large trees do not have to be
cut and removed as long as
all of the plants beneath them
are removed. This eliminated
a vertical "fire ladder."

Horizontal Spacing
Create horizontal spacing
between plants, the amount
of spacing will depend on
how steep the slope is and
the size of the plants.
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WARM WEATHER, COLD WATER
It only takes a moment. A child, teenager, or adult can drown in
the time it takes to reply to a text, check a fishing line, or apply
sunscreen. Death and injury from drownings happen every day in
home pools and hot tubs, and at the beach, lakes and rivers, but
there are steps you can take to help reduce the risk of drowning.
Make water safety a priority
Layers of protection are essential to help prevent drowning.
Don't go in the water unless you know how to swim. Swim
lessons are available for all ages.
Wear U.S. Coast Guard approved life jackets when on the
water.
Swim in areas supervised by a lifeguard.
Never swim alone.
Provide close and constant attention to children you are
supervising near the water. Keep them within arms reach.
Always enter water for the first time feet first.
Fence home pools and spas with adequate barriers, including
four-sided fencing.
Know what to do in an emergency
Recognize the signs of someone in trouble and yell for help. A
person may show the following signs when they are drowning:
Head low in the water with mouth at water level
Hyperventilating or gasping for air
Head tilted back with mouth open
Floating face down
Call 9-1-1, or ask someone to call 9-1-1.
If you are able to reach the individual without putting yourself
in danger, rescue and remove the person from the water.
If the individual is unconscious, turn the person face up and
begin CPR.
DOWNLOAD THE PULSEPOINT APP TODAY
SAVE A LIFE TOMORROW

PulsePoint allows those who are trained in CPR and willing to assist in case of
an emergency to be notified if someone nearby requires CPR. The app also
allows users to follow fire departments and view active incidents in the area.

