QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

KITCHEN SAFETY

YOUR SAFETY IS
OUR PRIORITY

Did you know? Cooking is the #1 cause of home
fires and home fire injuries. Unattended cooking
is the leading cause of fires in the kitchen.
Follow these kitchen safety tips:
Use a timer to remind you that you are cooking.
Keep your cooking area clutter free. Move
anything that can burn away from the stove top.
Keep kids safe from burns and scalds. Have a
kid-free zone at least 3 feet from anything hot in
the kitchen.
Learn how to keep your family safe in the kitchen
at fpw.org.
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TODAY'S HOMES BURN
FASTER THAN EVER.
Research shows that 30 years ago, you
had about 17 minutes to escape a house
fire. Today, it's down to 3 - 4 minutes.
Create and practice your home fire
escape plan.

MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF

244TH COMMAND FIRE

5 Fast Facts about the Benefit Charge on
the Nov. 3 Ballot
1. It's a fee, not a tax, and is based on factors
specific to your property type such as size,
use and associated hazards.

Graham Fire & Rescue responded to its
largest single incident in the District's
history in the late evening of Labor Day.
Chief Pat Dale

2. Shifts costs of fire services to properties that require greater
resources in fire response. Generally, residential properties
pay less and commercial and multi-family properties pay
more.
3. Increases stability and sustainability by diversifying revenue
to include a funding source other than property taxes.
4. Standard exemptions and discounts apply similar to
property taxes: religious institutions, public schools, publicly
owned properties, and housing authority properties.
5. Will replace the Maintenance & Operations excess levy and
reduce the maximum allowed fire levy from $1.50 to $1.00
per $1,000 assessed value.
Learn more, including how the Benefit Charge, if approved, would
affect your property at www.grahamfire.org or email
benefitcharge@grahamfire.org

MEET OUR FIRE GOATS
Drip, Torch and Frankie,
our Station 96 (aka The
Goat House) mascots
Drip
Torch
Frankie
enjoy eating grass and
shrubs. Stop by anytime and say "hi" but please don't feed them
without permission from the on-duty firefighters. Drip and
Frankie joined the team in 2016, followed by Frankie, who was
rescued in 2018.

www.grahamfire.org (253) 847-8811

CREATE YOUR COMMUNITY
CONNECT HOUSEHOLD PROFILE

Around 9:45 PM on Monday, September
7th, we received an emergency call for a
brush fire in the 158000 block of 240th
St E in Graham. Graham Fire & Rescue
firefighters arrived on scene shortly after, and quickly realized
that it would require more resources to contain the fire, which
was spreading fast due to strong winds.

We are always looking for ways to improve the services we
provide to our community. We are excited to announce that we
are providing a new program that allows us to protect our
residents lives and property in even more effective ways.

Evacuations were ordered for the area surrounding the El
Dorado neighborhood, and additional State and local resources
were requested. With help from the Western Washington
Incident Management Team, 14 different agencies, and over 60
response units, the fire was 100% contained by 4:00 pm on
Saturday, September 12th.

Our first responders can access this information in the
unfortunate event that there is an emergency, and can help
ensure you and everything you care
about is better protected.

In total, the 244th Command Fire burned 275 acres, destroyed
5 homes and 10 outbuildings. The displaced families utilized
resources provided by the Red Cross, and received an
outpouring of support from members throughout the
community, including the Bethel School District who led
collecting and distributing donations to those in need.
Thank you to our citizens for supporting us during this
incident, and to all of the agencies that responded to our
call for assistance.
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The program is called Community Connect. It is a free, secure,
and easy way for our residents to provide critical information
about their households to our first responders.

Visit www.grahamfire.org
You'll find Community Connect under
the "Education/Outreach" menu item.
Create an account
Sign in for free and get started doing
your part. It just takes your email, phone number and address.
Enter the information that matters most
Enter valuable information that can help us assist
more effectively during an emergency.
Help your Fire Department when seconds
count
That’s it. Just keep us updated when things
change over time so we can always be prepared.
Any information you provide through Community Connect
is completely voluntary and is based on what you are
comfortable sharing. Your information is never used for any
other purpose. All logins are password protected with bank level
encryption and security.

