QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

PUTTING MONEY BACK IN YOUR POCKET

YOUR SAFETY IS
OUR PRIORITY

Graham Fire & Rescue was recently evaluated by the
Washington Surveying and Rating Bureau (WSRB) and has
improved from a Class 4 to a Class 3 fire protection rating,
meaning that citizens may see lower fire insurance
premiums on homes and businesses.
Contact your insurance company to see if you realized
savings. If your insurance company is unaware of the
rating change, please call WSRB directly at (206) 2170101 and they will work with you and your insurance
to ensure the change is captured.
For more information and to view the full
report, please visit www.grahamfire.org/wsrb
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INTERESTED IN SERVING YOUR
COMMUNITY THROUGH THE
FIRE SERVICE?
For minimum qualifications and
information, please visit:
www.grahamfire.org/volunteering

MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF
BENEFIT CHARGE | MAINTAIN FIRE & MEDIC ONE
The Graham Fire & Rescue Board of Commissioners
has agreed to place a Benefit Charge measure on
the November 3, 2020 ballot. For more details
Chief Pat Dale
please visit www.grahamfire.org or email
BenefitCharge@GrahamFire.org with specific questions.
PROUDLY SERVING OUR GROWING COMMUNITY
Nearly 67,000 residents, businesses and properties rely on Graham
Fire & Rescue for high-quality fire and emergency medical services.
As our community grows, demand for services increases—over 40%
since 2010.
Thank you for your support! In 2018 voters passed a Maintenance
and Operations (M&O) levy that hired 18 firefighters, trained 14
volunteers and purchased a new Water Tender. That levy provides
15% of our operating support and expires at the end of 2022.
CURRENT FUNDING CHALLENGES
Graham Fire & Rescue is primarily funded by three voter approved
Property Tax Levies.
Fire Levy: $1.45 per $1.000 of assessed value (max rate = $1.50)
EMS Levy: $0.50 per $1.000 of assessed value (max rate = $0.50)
M&O Levy: $0.53 per $1.000 of assessed value
Total: $2.48 per $1,000 of assessed value
State law caps total property tax receipts
collected by local governments, including
Fire Districts, to one percent each year,
plus the value of taxes on new construction.
This amount is not keeping pace with
firefighter salaries, benefits, equipment and
fuel needs.

www.grahamfire.org (253) 847-8811

BENEFIT CHARGE: A SUSTAINABLE FUNDING
ALTERNATIVE BASED ON FIRE RISK
A Benefit Charge will provide financial sustainability
and stability by diversifying revenues to include a
different type of funding source. Unlike property
taxes, a Benefit Charge can be adjusted annually to
address Fire and EMS costs in a recession or period
of high inflation.
A Benefit Charge allocates costs based on the fire risk created by
different types of buildings. More complex structures needing more
fire response pay more and less complex structures pay less.
HOW WILL A BENEFIT CHARGE IMPACT ME?
If voters approve a Benefit Charge, Graham Fire & Rescue will lower
its property tax rate from $1.45 to $1.00 per $1,000 assessed value,
and plans to stop collection of the M&O Levy two years early—in
2021—as the Benefit Charge will replace that revenue.
Current Funding
$2.48 per $1,000
A.V. property tax
Fire Levy
EMS Levy
M&O Levy

Funding under Proposed
Benefit Charge
Fire Levy
EMS Levy
(reduced max of $1.50
per $1,000 A.V.) and
Benefit Charge

Generally, residential and mobile home properties will pay less
and multi-family and commercial businesses will pay more than
they do under the current property tax funding structure.
Exemptions: Low income seniors, low income persons
and persons with disabilities; religious institutions and
buildings (including schools); nonprofit and public
housing for low income residents, senior and persons
with disabilities; and vacant land and/or parcels with
structures under 400 square feet.
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YOU DECIDE
Voters will be asked whether to approve the Benefit Charge on the
November 3, 2020 ballot.
If approved, each property owner subject to the Benefit Charge will
pay this fee the same way they currently pay property tax (mortgage
payment or through County Assessor bill).
If rejected, the current funding scenario remains the same with the
M&O Levy expiring in 2022. As demand for service and operation
costs rise, Graham Fire & Rescue will have to address budget gaps by
seeking additional property taxes and/or changing how services are
delivered.

LEARN CPR. SAVE A LIFE.
How to Perform CPR (Quick Reference)

Call for Help
Ensure the scene is safe before proceeding.
Check the victim for unresponsiveness.
If the person is not responsive and not breathing or not
breathing normally, call 911 and return to victim.
Begin Chest Compressions
Push hard, push fast. Place your hands, one of top of the other,
in the middle of the chest.
Use your body weight to help you administer compressions that
are at least 2 inches deep and delivered at a rate of at least 100
compressions per minute.
Continue compressions until emergency medical personnel or
an AED arrives.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Graham Fire & Rescue offers two programs to individuals interested
in firefighting: a resident program and a respond-from-home
program. Volunteering provides hands-on experience for individuals
interested in serving their community via the fire service.
For more information visit www.grahamfire.org/volunteering

