Our district covers 70 square miles and includes five staffed
fire stations and one volunteer station.
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FROM 2011 TO
2018 THERE HAS
BEEN A:

FIRE STATION BBQ
& OPEN HOUSE
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Graham/Thrift

It’s time for our October community BBQ! Join our Graham Fire
& Rescue team (including our fire goats!) for this family-friendly
event, enjoy a hot dog and meet our firefighters.

IN 2018 WE RECEIVED:

6,959

FIRE TRUCKS, FIRE GOATS
AND FREE BBQ!
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grahamfire.org/
volunteering

YOUR SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY.

16%

Volunteers needed!
Applications are available
for download at:

P.O. Box 369
Graham, WA 98338

33%

INCREASE

FOR EMERGENCY
MEDICAL SERVICES

Pierce Co. Fire District #21

78%

OF THOSE CALLS:

GRAHAM FIRE & RESCUE

EMERGENCY PHONE CALLS

When: Saturday, October 5, 2019, 1:00 – 3:00 PM
Where: Fire Station 91
10012 187th Street E, Puyallup, WA
What: Free BBQ - hot dogs & chips
Meet our fire goats and firefighters
Hear from the fire chief
See the fire trucks up close

MESSAGE FROM
THE CHIEF
Graham Fire & Rescue recently hosted a booth
at the Pierce County Fair to raise awareness
on fire safety and our “Close Before You Doze”
campaign, which I love. Did you know that
Chief Pat Dale
during a house fire, temperatures can rise to
900 degrees? The best thing you can do is put a barrier between you and
that heat! And that’s a closed door before you go to sleep.
Nearly half of all deaths in house fires happen between 11:00 p.m. and
7:00 a.m. With today’s home full of highly flammable synthetic materials,
the average time to get safely out of a house on fire is just three
minutes. A closed door can deprive the fire of oxygen and buy you the
extra time you need to escape.
Don’t forget to check your smoke
detectors regularly to ensure you
get the earliest warning possible
when a fire is present. If you
live in a heavily wooded area,
there are things you can do to
reduce your home’s exposure to
wildfires. See related article to
the right.

With today’s home
full of highly flammable
synthetic materials,
the average time to get
safely out of
a house on fire is just
three minutes.

VOTER UPDATE: GENERAL ELECTION
EMS LEVY LID LIFT REQUEST
11 STEPS TO DEFEND YOUR HOME
FROM WILDFIRE
The Washington State Department of Natural Resources has put
together some helpful tips to help you avoid causing or being impacted
by a wildfire.
1) Homes built in forests should have a minimum defensible
space of 100 feet.
2) Clear all flammable vegetation.
3) Thin a 15-foot space between tree crowns and remove limbs
within 15 feet of the ground.
4) Remove dead branches that extend over the roof.
5) Prune tree branches and shrubs within 15 feet of a stovepipe
or chimney outlet.
6) Ask the power company to clear branches from powerlines.
7) Mow grass regularly.
8) Clear a 10-foot area around propane tanks and the barbecue.
Place a screen over the grill.
9) Store gasoline, oily rags and other flammable materials in
approved safety cans. Place in a safe location away from the
base of buildings.
10) Stack firewood at least 100 feet away from your home.
11) Review your homeowner’s insurance policy and also prepare/
update a list of your home’s contents.
For the full list, please visit dnr.wa.gov/firewise.

This November voters will be asked to consider an 8-cent levy lid
lift to restore the levy for Graham Fire & Rescue EMS services to
$0.50 per $1,000 of assessed property value for 2020. The ballot
proposal would allow the levy dollar amount to increase by up to
6% in the succeeding five years, but the rate would not be able to
exceed $0.50 per $1,000, even if properties increase in value.
Why is this request being placed on the ballot? Demand for
emergency services continues to outpace
current funding. Graham Fire & Rescue
responded to community requests for
emergency medical care, fire suppression,
rescue, and other emergencies, 6,959 times
in 2018. This is a 33% increase in calls for
service since 2011. Of the total responses,
78% are for medical aid. However, while
firefighters are responding to more medical
calls, the District’s voter-approved $0.50 EMS
levy rate is projected to fall to $0.40 in 2020.
The District is requesting this “lift” in levy
authority to provide sustainable funding for
the increased number of emergency medical calls.
We are always mindful of our responsibility to be wise stewards of
taxpayer dollars. We are constantly looking for efficiencies in our
operations to minimize the impact of levy costs on family budgets
– especially those who are living on fixed incomes. Under the
November ballot proposal, a taxpayer with the average home value
of $300,000 could anticipate an increased tax of $2.00 per month.
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