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HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
We wish you and your family a
fun and safe holiday season!

MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF
Thank you voters for approving
Proposition 1: the Benefit Charge!
The Benefit Charge will bring sustainable and
Chief Pat Dale
stable funding for fire and Medic One services
for Graham Fire & Rescue residents by diversifying Fire District
revenues to include a funding source other than property taxes.
“I am humbled and thankful for the overwhelming support from
our community,” said Fire Chief Pat Dale. “I want to thank the
public for exercising their right to vote and passing the Benefit
Charge, allowing us to continue providing the high-level service
our residents have come to expect.”
The existing Maintenance and Operations Levy, passed by voters
in 2018, will be repealed effective January 2021, and the Fire Levy
rate will drop to $1.00 per thousand dollars of assessed value.
Property owners will receive notice of their individual property
assessment in January 2021. There will be a two week appeal
period where residents can address any concerns they have with
their individual Benefit Charge.
If you have questions or would like more information on the
Benefit Charge, please visit www.GrahamFire.org/BenefitCharge or email BenefitCharge@GrahamFire.org.

WINTER SAFETY
Heating, holiday decorations, winter storms and candles all
contribute to an increased risk of fire during the winter months.
Follow these tips to reduce your risk of winter fires and other
hazards, including carbon monoxide and electrical fires.

CARBON MONOXIDE
Install a carbon monoxide detector in the hallway near each
separate sleeping area in your home. Check or replace the
battery every 6 months and replace the detector every five years.

WINTER STORMS
Prepare a disaster supplies kit for your home and car. Include a
first aid kit, canned food and a can opener, bottled water, batteryoperated radio, flashlight, protective clothing, and blankets.

GENERATORS
Always place the generator at least 20 feet from the house with
the engine exhaust directed away from windows and doors.

CANDLES
Never burn a candle on or near anything that can catch fire. Keep
burning candles away from furniture, drapes, bedding, carpets,
books, paper, flammable decorations, etc. Never leave a lit candle
unattended.

ELECTRICAL
Space heaters should never be plugged into a power strip
because power strips are not designed to handle the high current
that space heaters require. The high current passing through a
power strip can cause it to melt, burn, or even catch on fire.

CHIMNEYS

Have your chimney swept at least once a year to remove soot and
debris. Check that the chimney cap is secure, and stock your
woodpile with seasoned, dense wood that has been dry for at least
six months.
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NEW WATER TENDER WILL PUT
MONEY BACK INTO THE POCKETS
OF RURAL RESIDENTS
The new 2,000 gallon water tender will allow Graham Fire &
Rescue to provide better fire protection services to 4,700
addresses in Pierce County Fire District 21 and other areas that
do not have access to fire hydrants.
The District’s need for the new water tender was apparent
when Graham Fire & Rescue responded to the largest single
incident in history of the fire district in early September.
The 244th Command fire, which
burned over 275 acres and
destroyed 5 homes and 10
outbuildings, occurred in an area
with no fire hydrants. Various State
and Local resources were brought
in to help contain the fire, and
additional water tenders from other fire agencies played a critical
role in maintaining the water supply.
Graham Fire & Rescue purchased the new water tender after
passing a 4-year Maintenance and Operations (M&O) Excess
levy in 2018, which also allowed Graham Fire & Rescue to hire
18 firefighters and train 14 new volunteer firefighters.
Residents, in turn, saw the benefits of these improvements
when the Washington Surveying and Rating Bureau improved
Graham Fire & Rescue’s Fire Protection Class rating from a
Class 4 to a Class 3. Ultimately, putting money back in
residents’ pockets in the form of reduced insurance premiums.
Graham Fire & Rescue held a virtual push in ceremony for the
new water tender on Facebook live on Dec. 11, 2020. Visit
Graham Fire & Rescue’s Facebook page for the event recording.

